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Celebrating Our 25 Year Anniversary
Thank You For All Your Support!
The Concord Historical Society has been collecting and preserving historic photos, artifacts, documents, maps, and oral histories for the Town
of Concord for twenty-five years now. As some things change within
our community, be assured that we are preserving the important local
history of the Town of Concord. We would like to sincerely thank all of
our members and supporters who have helped us to make this possible.
Without “you” it would not have achieved this success. We have a special dinner planned for Thursday, May 3rd at Schwefel’s Restaurant
to celebrate with you. Please see the inside of this newsletter for details
on the dinner, and please look for the RSVP card also enclosed in this
newsletter. We look forward to celebrating with you!

25 Years of Volunteer Service
in the Town of Concord

Thank you for your membership with the CHS. Your continued support
is essential for our future! If you are not a member yet, this would be a
great time to be part of the Concord Historical Society.

William R. Look Log Cabin - circa 1850
Originally located in the south-west area of the Town of Concord
Restored at Concord Park in 2003, by the Concord Historical Society
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You can view this photomontage in color on our website in the “Newsletter” section: www.concordwihistory.org
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Clip and Save this
calendar!

2018 Town of Concord
Family Heritage Award
The Carl Friesch family has been nominated for the 2018
Town of Concord Family Heritage Award. The Friesch
family settled in the Town of Concord in the mid-1800s.
The award will be presented at the Town of Concord’s Annual Picnic, on August 12, 2018.

2018
CHS Calendar of Events
April. 28
9:00 a.m.

CHS Board of Directors Meeting –
At Concord Historical Museum, all
members are welcome

May 3
5:30 p.m.

25 Anniversary Dinner - Dinner at
Schwefels Restaurant 5:30 p.m. Call
Jerry at (262) 567-5157 for more info.

June 16
1:00 p.m.

The Gilbert and Wegner families received the awards in
2017. The Gilbert family has Town of Concord history that
dates back to 1936. The Wegner family town history dates
back to 1849.

th

Historic Cemetery Walk – Meet at
Concord Historical Museum, we will
carpool to different Concord locations.

August 12
12:00 noon

Concord Town Picnic – Picnic that
celebrates unity in our town. Town of
Concord Family Heritage Award is
presented. Bring a dish to pass.

Sept. 23
12:00 p.m.

CHS Annual Meeting, Election of
Officers and Pot Luck Lunch – at
Concord Historical Museum. Bring a
dish to pass! Program to follow

Oct. 21
11:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

CHS Pie Social Luncheon – Annual
Fundraiser – At Concord Historical
Museum. Delicious lunch with
homemade pies.

Nov. 17
9:00 a.m.

CHS Board of Directors Meeting –
At Concord Historical Museum, all
members are welcome

Gilbert family members, left to right: Jim, Pat, Helen
(Gilbert) Mattrisch, Karen, Carl Friesch, Garth Gilbert.

Wegner family members, left to right: Milene, Laurie
and Carrie.
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Curator’s Corner - by Renee Baneck Tantala
Since December we have taken some big steps on the digital front. We now have a new computer
that is loaded with both Microsoft and Open Source operating systems, providing a lot of flexibility. In the future we intend to produce online exhibits using Omeka software (an open source
program). We are working on the transfer of data from the old computer. Thank you to Dale
Konle for all his work on this computer transfer process. Thanks also to Cindy Arbiture and Jerry
Thomasen for their help as we were taking these steps.
We had several exciting new acquisitions this year so it is difficult to decide what to feature in
this short column. Let me assure you that we welcome all donations, big and small, especially
those with a direct link to Concord people. Many thanks to all of our donors and their families. Also, thanks to Sharon Christian for her assistance on our work days.
Do you remember when mothers–with the help of grandmothers, sisters, and aunts--used to sew
most of a family’s clothing? A labor of love (for sure), going back to pioneer days, but it was timeconsuming. After the mechanical sewing machine was invented, many women were kept busy at
their foot-powered machines. Bea (Hemke) Coulter has donated her aunt Clara (Hemke) Bankert’s treadle sewing machine, which sits in a lovely wooden cabinet. The filigree decoration on
the machine itself is mostly worn off, telling us that it much used. Bea told us that Clara made
dresses for her when she was a girl. Concord’s needle-working history deserves our attention
and this fine donation is a great boon to that effort.
The Ingersoll family’s long history in Concord is well documented. The Ingersoll family has donated family documents and photos, some dating from the 19th century. Recently, Jane Ingersoll
brought us a large photo of Jerald Ingersoll (Bill’s father) in its original oval frame. It was taken
when he was about nine months old, thus dating from 1923. This is a reminder that today’s babies may grow up to become civic leaders and part of our history. Mr. Ingersoll, was a local
farmer, who carried on a tradition of farming and community service in Concord community that
can be traced back to his ancestor Alonzo Ingersoll, who settled here in the 1840s. Jerald’s son
Bill Ingersoll carries on the farming and civil service tradition to this day in Concord serving as
the current Town of Concord’s Chairman. Jerald was an active member of the historical society, a
great storyteller, and very much missed by all of us.
As families rediscover their Concord roots and come to visit our museum, they often bring us
amazing gifts. Sandra Shedd who lives in St. Louis, Missouri donated an antique family album,
with photographs of early settlers and their relatives, from the Holcomb, Park, Petrie, Poe, Webb,
and Bogel families-together with an extensive genealogical chart. There are 26 photos and notably eight of these are the work of D. G. Munger, whose studio was in Oconomowoc. Mr. Munger
was one of the best portrait photographers of our area in the second half of the 19th century.
You can see a replica of his studio at the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society Museum. (Please
see page six for some photos of donated artifacts.)
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Recent Donations:
Here are some interesting artifacts that were
donated to the CHS in 2017.

Family descendants of Holcomb, Park, Petrie,
Poe, Webb, and Bogel families visiting us at CHS
log cabin and museum in July of 2017.

Portrait of Jerald Ingersoll as a young
boy donated by Jane Ingersoll.

Photo album with Concord ancestors from the
Holcomb, Park, Petrie, Poe, Webb, and Bogel
families, donated by family descendent Sandy
Shedd, of St. Louis, Missouri. Photos above
have a handwritten identity of: on left – John
Parks, (Concord) and on right – Mrs. John
Parks, Elvira Holcomb Parks.

Bea (Hemke) Coulter donated her aunt Clara
(Hemke) Bankert’s treadle sewing machine.
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Did You Know?
That a barber shop stood on Concord Center Drive (near the edge of
the road by the hill) on the property west of the Concord Historical
Museum. Barb Seamandel recalls this: “The barber, Roy Buske, was
a short, white haired man, heavy set, with a crew cut and glasses.
There was one barber chair and a pot bellied stove sat in the middle
of the room.” The 1940 U.S. census lists Roy Buske as 46 years of age
and the head of a household of ten other members. His wife’s name
was Myrtle and she is listed as 43 years of age. An oral history account in Concord tells us that Roy Buske at one time shaved John
Dillinger, a Depression-Era gangster wanted by the FBI. Dillinger reportedly announced who he was, as he walked out the door of the
Buske barber shop saying: “You just shaved John Dillinger.”

Board Member
Sharon Christian, Secretary,
Board Member
Carol Rauen, Treasurer and
Membership Chair, Board Member
Renee Baneck Tantala, Curator,

If you have a photo of the Buske Barber
Shop please let us know. We would love to
have a copy for the CHS archives.

Board Member
Dale Konle, Board Member
Barb Seamandel, Board Member

Cindy Arbiture
Newsletter Editor
with
Contributing Articles by
Renee Baneck Tantala

Groups are Welcome!
The Concord Historical Museum
and Wm. R Look Log Cabin are
open by appointment. We also
offer tours to school groups and
scout troops.
Please contact (262) 593-8099 for
more information.

CHS Spring Annual
Membership Drive 2018
We are currently into our 2018 annual membership drive. You will find
a convenient membership renewal envelope that accompanies this newsletter. Please return it to us with your membership check. Every CHS
member is very important to us; please continue your support to preserve
our local history. Please do note, that our membership fee continues to
be very affordable, at only $5.00 for an individual and $10.00 per family.
Dear folks, we understand that life gets busy, and you may not have the
free time to attend our meetings or special events, but nevertheless, we
do appreciate your support through your membership. Thanks so very
much for your continued support!
Please send in your 2018 membership with the convenient envelope attached to this newsletter. Please remember, your donations “beyond”
membership are tax-deductible and are put to good use.
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